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Lord Biſhop of CHESTER, &c. 


Reverend Brethren, 


HAVE heretofore given you my Thoughts of the Nature 

and Importance of the Clerical Funttion. I have ſignified the 

Care and Difficulties which attend a faithful Diſcharge of it; 
together with the happy Effects which will attend the ſincere dit- 
charge of our Duty. 

T HaAvE taken Notice to you of the daring Steps of ſome, who 
have been, and yet are endeayouring to infuſe Prejudices into the 
People, againſt the Perſons and Profeſſion of the Clergy. 

THEY have repreſented us as Uſeleſs and Burdentome, as Idle 
and Superficial in our miniſterial Performances; which, however 
true it may be in regard to ſome particular Perſons (and, woe 10 
them by whom the Offence cometh, ) yet ſurely, it is an unjuſt Im- 
putation on the Body of the Clergy. 

I HAVE taken Occaſion from thence to ſhew what an Incitement 
this Accuſation is, to all * and Paſtors of the Church 
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to be very attentive and diligent in their reſpective Stations, in or- 
der to counter-work the Poiſon of theſe Men. It is indeed, an 
awakening Call to every one of us, to be making full Proof of 
err Miniſtry, io take heed to our ſelves, and to our Flicks, leit by 
the Succeſs theſe Deceivers may meet with, the end be Confuſion, 
and every evil Work. 


Ir is in the Power of the Clergy, by the bleſſing of GOD ac- 
company ing their Endeavours, to ohviate this Evil. If they be 


living Patterns of all thoſe common Graces required from every 
Chriſtian, and add to them the particular Ornaments of their Fune- 
tion, Diligence, Faithſulneſs, and Prudence; there will be no juſt 
Reaiun to fear the People's going aſtray, or being carried about 
<ith every Wind of Doctrine. 

IT. is tome of thoſe Duties laſt generally mention'd, I propoſe 
to ſay ſomething of; and I chuſe to do it, by putting this Paper 
into your Hands, inſtead of delivering it by Word of Mouth, my 
Strength not permitting me to undergo that Labour, and to diſ- 
charge the Work of Confirmation in the courſe of this Viſitation. 

PREACHING God's Word is a principal Part of our Duty. As 
we are to go before our People in the way to Life eternal, we mutt 
teach them to walk by the Rule of GO D's Will, explaining and 
applying his Holy Word to them, and making uſe of ſuch Sub- 
1cts of Diſcourſe, as may make them wiſe unto Salvation. And 
doubtleis, the effectual way to this happy End, is not to frame 
ſuch Diſcourſes as may ſhew the Learning and Dexterity of the 
Preacher, but ſuch as tend to make the Hearers wiſe and under- 
{tanding Chriſtians. Tg 

Ap as Care muſt be taken to advance no Doctrine, or Duty, 
tt what correſpopds with the Word of GO; fo, among other 
Arguments to ſhew the Obligation of believing, and doing what is 
required, we ſhould not forget the enforcing of it by Scripture 
Proofs. 

_ Common Auditories are not capable of the force of Reafoning 
rem the nature of Things. They cannot deduce Truth, from 


Truth, 


TE 


Truth, by a train of Conſequences. Want of natural Capacity, 
or want of Education, makes this the Caſe of the Body of the Peo- 
ple in all Pariſhes; and it is moſt reaſonable, (J may ſay, it is Ju- 
ſtice due to them,) to conſider this their unavoidable Condition, in 
the Addreſſes we make to them; and eſpecially, when the matter ts 
of ſuch Importance as the knowing the Will of God, and doing it. 
Bor, tho' their Heads are nct open enough for cloſe and ſtrict 
Reaſoning, yet they can caſily apprehend a plain Truth, and a 
plain Text of Scripture, for the Support of that Truth. 

Bxs1DEs, there is that Power and Efficacy in GO D's Word, 
as is not to be found in tlie acuteſt human Reaſoning; and there is 
good Ground to hope, that GOD will work more effectually on 
the Mind, by the tecrct Motions of his holy Spirit, from ſuch 
Teſtimonics as are taken from his own Oracles, than from hat can 
be ſuggeſted by the witeſt Man, on any Subject of ſaving Impor- 
tance. And there is not any Thing more certain, that unleſs the 
Grace of G OD attends our beit Inftructions, we may Preach, and 
others may Hear, but it will be without any good Effect, Paul 
may Plaut, and zppol'os may If ater, but it is God who miſt give 
{acreaſe ; and this points out to ail, both Clergy, and Lazy, the 
neceſſity of devout Prayer to G D for his Bleſſing on Preaching, 
Readins, and Hearing his holy Word; as it does the Wiſdom and 
Piety on our Part, frequently to exhort our Hearers, not to neg- 
le& to important a Duty. 

AND to induce them to a ſerious Regard tothe neceſſary Duty of 
private Prayer, the Clergy's reading the publick Prayers of the 
Church with Gravity, Deliberation, and Devotion, is very expe- 
dient. The carcleſs, deſultory, and indeyout reading ot our ex- 
cellent Liturgy, (as the Manner of ſome is) renders it contempti- 
ble to many, and defeats the Ends of it on more, who attend our 
Churches, 

I THEKEFORE Adviſe, and Admoniſh cvery Clergyman to 
. perform the publick Offices of the Church, as in the Preience of 
the GREAT GOD; and in ſuch Manner as may raiſe a pivus 
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Attention in their reſpective Congregations. There is leſs need ſor 
me to enlarge on this Head, becauſe J have long ago taken Notice 
of it, which is, I pretume, in the Hands of the greateſt part of 
the Clergy. 

Tur Adminiſtration of the Sacraments is another Part of the 
miniſterial Office. 

Bar'risM being the Door, by which we enter into the Fold, 
or Church of Chriſt, and implying a #&deral Engagement to be- 
tave as becomes the Members of it, it ſeems highly reaſonable, it 
ſhou'd be adminiſtred in a publick Manner. 

ACCORDINGLY, our Church requires it ſhou'd be ſo admini- 
ſtred; unlets there be a particular Occaſion to vary, and juſtify the 
Practice otherv.ite : And where Neceſlity is the Cale, Circumſtances 
muſt be diſpens'd with. 

Burt I tear, Neceſſity is too oft pleaded when other Motives 
are the real Cauſe of departing from the general Rule. This re- 
quires Prudence in a Miniſter to find out the Truth of the Caic, 
as well as he can; and Reſolution to adhere to the Rule pre— 
{crib'd, where departing from it does not appear to be reaſonable. 

Tax Sacrament of the Lord's Supper calls likewiſe for our At- 
tention. Private Sacraments of this Kind are ſometimes proper ; 
and we have an Office ſor private Communions, as we have for 
private Baptiſms. 

Bur what I apprchend to be guarded againſt, is, the Admini- 
ſtrat ion of that ſacred Ordinance to particular Perſons under ſome 

articular Circumſtances. There are ſome who Communicate to 
qualify for ſome ſecular Employment, Civil, or Military ; and 


perhaps never do it but on ſuch an Occaſion. And, theſe are of 


two Sorts; ſome who do not hold conſtant Communion with our 
Church; and ſome who do. The former not being directly under 
my preſent Intention, I will only ſay, that ſuch Practice implies 
the lawfulneſs of Communicating with us; and where tuch occa- 
ſional Communion is Lawful, I apprehend that conſtant Commu- 


nion is a Duty. This Poſition is laid down by that learned Pre- 
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late of our Church BIS HOP STILLINGFLEET, and I think well 
ſupported by him in his Controverſy with our diſſenting Bre- 
thren. 

I HAYE no Occaſion here to ſay, what the Requiſites neceſſary 
to worthy Communicating are. The laſt Words of our Catechiſm 
tells us that, in a conciſe and judicious manner. 

As there is ſometimes too much Reaſon to ſcar the want of ſuch 
Requiſites, on the Occaſions before-mention'd, and that ends diſ- 
ſerent from the original Inſtitution, may be chiefly in view, and 
very notorious Immorality may ſometimes be imputed to the Party, 
T will not take upon me to determine, how far the Law will juſti- 
fie or condemn a Clergyman ſor rejecting ſuch a Perſon from the 
Lord's Table. One thing I will ſay as my own Opinion, that the 
Holy Sacrament being made a Teſt, I think it might have been of 
good Effect, if by a proper Clauſe, there had been Proviſion made 
for the Peace and Safcty of a conſcientious Clergyman, who may 
think that he ought to regard the pious Direction of the Rubrick 
before the Communion Service, relating to notorious evil Livers. 
By this, the Miniſter has a Power to repel ſuch from the Lord's 
Table, ( ſubject to the prudent Limitation of his acquainting the 
Ordinary with it,) whereas by the Law before hinted at, he may 
be ſubject to a ruinous Proſecution for doing what he is perſuaded 
is his Duty. 

A6ain. The Application of this Sacrament to ſick and dying 
Perſons is an Affair, which ſometimes demands the ſerious Conſi— 
dcration of a Clergyman. 

WHEX any who have led careleſs, or very vicious Lives, are vi- 
ſited with Sicknelts, and ſear of Death ſeizeth them, deſire, (and 
perhaps their Friends about them are importunate) to receive the 
Sacrament, great Prudence and {ound Judgment are ncedful in the 
Miniſter. A good Man will be much concern'd on tuch Occaſions. 
Pity, and Charity on one Hand, and the Honour and Regard duc 
to Chriſt's Inſtitution on the other; the ſear of caſting Pearls be- 
fore Swine, and the importunity of a very ignorant and wicked 
Liver, 
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Liver, make. this a matter of ſo delicate a nature, as calls for no 
little ſhare of Wiſdom and cautious Behaviour. | 

WHAT to do, muſt be left to the diſcretion of the Miniſter ; 

who, whether he complics, or refuſes, may not be without Anxie- 4 


ties, nor eſcape Reſſections from the partial and cenſorious World. 

IN Caſes of this nature, I deſire to ſuggeſt one thing, which 
poſſibly may be of ſome good Effect. 

Ir the Miniſter, by explaining the nature of the Sacrament, and 
the manner of it's working to the good of the Receiver; if by re- 
preſenting to the ſick Perſon the deceitfulneſs of his own Heart, 
God's readineſs to pardon truly penitent Sinners, and that Divine 
Mercy is not confin'd to outward Ordinances : If, I ſay, from theſe, 
and the like Topicks, ſuch an habitual Sinner can be prevail'd with 
to throw himſelf at his Saviour's Feet, as unworthy the Crumbs 
under his Table, it may give Pleaſure to the Miniſter ; and be of 
more Ad vantage to the ſick Perſon, whether he lives or dies, than 
the adminiſtration of the Sacrament may afford him, 

Irx deſerves Conſideration, how much a precipitate Uſe of Chriſt's 
Ordinance tends to corrupt the Minds of ignorant People about the 
Nature and Efficacy of that, and other Goſpel Ordinances ; and to 
encourage ſome, who may have more Knowledge, but no better 
Morals, to neglect their Duty in time of Health, and truſt to a de- 
ccitful late Repentance. 
VISITINs the Sick is another Branch of the Clergy's Buſineſs, 
and requires Seriouſneſs and Diſcretion. 

As they are Shepherds, the whole Flock is the Object of their 
Providence ; but if any be Sick, or in danger of Miſcarrying, that 
becomes their more immediate Concern. 

Tnar Sick Perſons ought to ſend for the Spiritual Phyſician, 
is out of Queſtion. The Scripture expreſly enjoins it. But this 
I fear is commonly negleQed, till Diſtempers grow ſtrong, the Pa- 
tient weak, and the Faculties of Body and Mind ſo impair'd, that 
due attention to Prayer, and proper Examination, and Advice, 
cannot be comply'd with. For this Reaſon, it will ſhew good na- 

ture, 
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ture, and true concern for the eternal Welfare of his People, if the 
Miniſter (on his knowledge of the Sickneſs) viſits the afflicted Par- 
ty without being call'd upon. 

Tur all ſick Perſons ought not to be dealt with in the fame 
manner, is very certain. 

SAYING ſome Prayers, and then haſting perhaps away, is by 
no means viſiting the Sick. The Miniſter, as far as he can, muſt 
know the ſpiritual State of the afflicted Perſon. He muſt rouze 
the Conſciences of ſome by the Terrors of the Lord, and e 
the feeble- minded by the Promiſes of the Goſpel. Every wiſe and 
faithful Paſtor will know how to conduct himſelf on thoſe Occa- 
ſions, and not fail in ſuitable Applications. 

I HAVE oft recommended to you, the Care of the young of your 
Flocks ; and I deſire to inculcate it as the beſt merely humane 
means to promote Religion. I wou'd have no Diſtruſt of your 
conſcientious Regard to that excellent Work, the Work of Cate- 
chiſing. Tender Minds will retain the firſt Impreſſions, which 
will be of greateſt Conſequence in Life. Happy for them whoſe 
natural Pravity is check'd in time; and happy for them too, who 
by GOD's Bleſſing, are the Inſtruments of it. Unleſs Parents 
and Miniſters uſe their Endeavours to that purpoſe, Time will 
ſhew, and unhappy Experience will prove, that Youth will grow 
too headſtrong to be directed in the Paths of Virtue; and too wiſe 
in their own Conceit to be taught by others. 

BesIDEs a Conformity to the Rules of Catechiſing preſcrib'd 
by our Church, I wou'd recommend the viſiting now and then the 
Schools in your reſpective Pariſhes, to ſee what Care is there ta- 
ken of inſtilling Religious Principles into the Children. 

IN all School Licences there is a Clauſe obliging the Maſters to 


teach the Catechiſm, and to attend their Scholars to the publick . 


Service of the Church on the Lord's Day, and other Holy-Days. 

Where this is neglected, the Miniſter and Church-Wardens may, 

and ought to preſent the Offender according to the 79th Canon, 

that proper Admonition may iſſue, and farther Notice be taken, if 
occaſion ſhall require it. 

IT wou'd allo be a good Work, if the Maſters and Miſtreſſes of 
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Schools were exhorted to uſe daily Prayers with their Scholars, and 
oblige them to learn ſome ſhort Prayers for their private uſe, ſuitable 
to their Ages; and, as the ſame Canon piouſly directs, train them up 
with ſuch Sentences of Sctipture, as ſhall be moſt expedient to in- 
duce them to all Godlineſs. And, becauſe there is no Parochial Pro- 
viſion by Law, for educating the Children of the Poor, in paying 
for their Learning, or buying uſeful Books for them, and where no 
particular Charity provides for that purpoſe, I think that a ſhare 
of the Offertory would be a proper Application in that way. 

I SUBMIT it to mv Breth;en's Conſideration, how much good 
wou'd ariſe from a due Care of our Youth, of all conditions in Life, 
in the Nurſeries of Education, whether greater, or leſs, by the fore- 
mention'd Means. 'This wou'd not fail of being a happy Introduction 
to Children for their examination by the Miniſter, when they are of 
Age for publick Catechiſing. Some knowledge of the Rudiments 
of Religion in their early Years, wou'd make the Miniſter's En- 
quiry and Application in the Catechetical way more beneficial to 
young Perſons, and give greater Satisfaction to himſelf. I know this 
by Experience, and Experience will beſt ſhew it. This wou'd 
effectually prepare our Youth for Confirmation, and then for re- 
cciving real Benefit from other Ordinances of our holy Religion. 

IT is the want of inſtilling Chriſtian Principles betimes, that too 
many of our Pulpit Diſcourſes are thrown away on a great part of 
our Hearers; that our excellent publick Prayers are 1o little at- 
tended to, ana underſtood ; that many never, and many fo {ſeldom 
preſent themſelves at the Lord's Table; and that we ſee ſo many 
ſhamefully deficient in the Duties of private and ſocial Life. Where- 
as, by early Inſtructions, prudently carried on; by explaining the 
Senſe, as well as repeating the Words; by Line upon Line, here a 
little and there a little; in due Time every Chapter read, every 
Sermon preached, wou'd be competently underſtood ; and progreſ- 
ſive Improvements made in the Knowledge and Practice of Religi- 
on and Virtue. | 

Fo, what way ſo likely as this, to that deſirable end? It wou'd 
be difficult for thoſe who are thus train'd up, to loſe the Effects 
of it while they live. No! The Seeds of Religion town in Time, 
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wou'd take Root downwards, and bear Fruit upwards. Thoſe firſt 
Principles wou'd diſturb a Perſon in any approach to Vice and In- 
fidelity ; and in caſe of being at any Time ſtrongly tempted, or 
overcome, may be the happy Occaſion by G O D's Aſſiſtance, of 
recalling him to Repentance and a better Mind. * 

G1vr me leave to obſerve farther, that it wou'd much pro- 
mote the Cauſe of Religion, if the Clergy wou'd be importunate 
with the Heads of Families, to practice Family Devotion. Every 
Houſholder is a kind of Prieſt to offer up daily Sacrifices of Prayer 
and Thankſgiving to GOD. This Exerciſe wou'd not only teſti- 
fie the Piety of the Governor, but create a Senſe of GOD, and 
Goodneſs in the ſeveral Members of the little Society under his 
Roof. *Tis the way to make Children dutiful, and Servants faith- 
ful: And when Providence ſhall diſpoſe them into like Stations, 
the pious Precedents, will probably, be imitated ; and by that, 
the World wou'd be growing better, and future Generations call 
thoſe Bleſſed, that have gone before them. 

Tu adding ſome Portion of Scripture to Family Prayer, wou'd 
improve the means of its Edification. Reading of GOD's Word, 
and humble Addreſſes to the Throne of Grace, wou'd do good in- 
deed. The Scripture is a Pearl of Price, worth the /c/ling all to 
Purchaſe it. Was it eſteemed as it deſerves, barbarous Ignorance, 
Infidel Notions, and deteſtable Practices wou'd ſoon be as Cha 
before the Il ĩud, ſcatter'd from amongſt us. 

By the due Uſe of holy Scripture in the Way I am ſpeaking of, 
{ome Light wou'd dart into ignorant Minds; ſome Memorandums 
f Matters of Faith, and Practice, wou'd adhere to them, which 
wou'd be good helps in hearing Sermons, in reading good Books, and 
in making a ſtand againſt bad Examples, and all allurements to Sin. 

Ha vi N mention'd good Books, wou'd Parents and Maſters of Fa- 
milies be advis'd by their reſpective Paſtors to keep bad ones out of 
their Dwellings, it wou'd help to prevent a corruption of Morals, and 
bad Notions. We are peſter'd with vile Books; tome leading to In- 
fidelity, tome to Immorality : And indeed, what promotes the one, 
promotes the other. Obſcene Songs arc the Entertainment of too 


many young People. Scurrilous Papers againit the Perſons, the 
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Profeſſion, and the legal Rights of the Clergy, are induſtriouſſy 
diſpers'd, and as readily approy'd by many of all Ranks. 

o exterminate utterly this malignant Poiſon is ſcarcely to be 
hop'd for; but to prevent in ſome meaſure the pernicious Influ- 
ence of it, is not impoſhble. Publick and private Admonitions 
againſt it, Exhortations to read the Word of GOD, and other 
good Books, which wou'd ſettle the Faith and improve the Mo- 
rals of our People, wou'd bring bad ones into diſrepute, and make 
them treated with the Contempt, which they deſerve. 

Tx any thing J have ſaid, ſhould be thought too low for a Clergy- 
man to employ himſelf, and his Time about, I hope it will be conſi- 
der'd, that no Pains ſhou'd be thought too much, or too mean, by 
which we may do good; nor wou'd 1 ſuggeſt any thing as a Duty, 
which I am not fully perſuaded, has a natural tendency to that pur- 

ole; which, I truſt, will render what IT have ſaid, the more ac- 
ceptable, and be a ſufficient Plea for my Recommendation of it. 

WE read, that our great Lord and Maſter did not think it too 
much, to ſtoop to the meaneſt Offices of doing good to Mankind; 
and he told his Diſciples, who were to carry on the Work of his 
Miniſtry, that his Example was for their Imitation. 

HavixG given my Sentiments of a few things, with regard to 
the People of your Charge, you will bear with me, my Brethren, 
in juſt mentioning ſome things of another Nature to you. 

I HAVE very great Pleaſure, when I find the Clergy circumſpect, 
in giving their Hands to Teſtimonials for Holy Orders, for Inſtitu- 
tions, Licences, and on other Occaſions ; as it is a Trouble, when- 
ever I ſee it done Inconſiderately, or Unfaithfully. 

Ix the Year 1727, the late Archbiſhop of this Province, in con- 
currence with the other Biſhops of it, publiſhed certain Articles 
relating to the Diſcipline of the Church, which I then printed, 
and ſent to every Church and Chapel Miniſter in the Dioceſe. 

AMONG them, there is one Article, obliging the Biſhop to ad- 
mit no Letters Teſtimonial on any Occaſion whatſoever, unleſs it 
be therein declared by thoſe who thall ſign them — “ That they 
« have perſonally known the Life and Behaviour of the Perſon for 


*« the Time by them Certijied; aud ao believe in their C 2 
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« that he is qualified for the Order or Employment, io which he 
« deſyns to be admitted. 

Tux laſt Clauſe in theſe Words, is, I think, totally omitted 
in Teſtimonials; which I readily impute to Inadyertency, and not 
to Deſign. 

Bur, I now recommend it to the Care of every Clergyman, 
not to Sign any Letter to the Purpoſes before mentioned, where 
that Clanſe 1s not inſerted. 

WHEN this comes to be known, it will, L dare ſay, fave the 
Clergy the trouble of many impertinent Applications; induce 
Candidates to mind their Study, and Behaviour; and prevent a 
L.abour, I too oft have, of enquiring into the Qualifications of 
ſome, who apply for diſpatch on ſuch imperfect Credentials as 
they tend, or bring with them. 

q. THERE is another Article among thoſe I mention'd, which is 

= , That the Biſhop ſhall make diligent Enquiry concerning Cu- 
| rates in his Dioceſe, and proceed to Eccleſiaſtical Cenſures againſt 

«* thoſe, who ſhall preſume to ſerve Cures, without being duly Li- 

« cenc'd thereunto: As alſo againſt all ſuch Incumbents, who ſhall 

| receive and * them without firſt obtaining ſuch Licence. —- 

This is a Rule of Importance, tending to preſerve Order, and pre- 

vent Trouble. Unfit Perſons are uſually moſt importunate to ob- 
tain Favours in the Way I am ſpeaking of; and when they are 
inconſiderately granted, the Ordinary, whole Authority was not 
regarded, has ſometimes the diſagreeable Work of inhibiting, or 
diſplacing the Intruder. 

As an adjunct to what precedes. it may be proper to obſerve, 
that the Act of Parliament of the Twelfth of Queen ANNE, for 
the better maintenance of Curates within the Church of England, 
has not a due regard paid to it by ſome Incumbents. 

TE Act affects chiefly, ſuch Rectors, or Vicars, as are not al- 
way reſident. And, becaufe ſuch Cures muſt be ſupply'd, I mutt 
not here omit the ſhameful Practice of tome Incumbents. I mean 
ſuch, who having two Livings, reſide on one, but have no reſiding 

' Curate at the other, and ſeldom, or ſcarce ever, do any Duty there 
themſelyes. And others there be, who tho' they have but one 
B 3 Church 
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Church, yet live out of the Pariſh, and almoſt totally neglect the 
performing any Offices in it, living in ſuch an idle, and indolent 
manner, by turning the whole Cure over to a Curate, as if they were 
no more oblig'd to regard the Souls committed to their Charge, 
than if they never had heard, there was ſuch a Body of People. 
How ſuch Clergymen can in Honour, Juſtice, and Conſcience, live 
by the Labours of their Pariſhioners, without ſpending Time and 
Perſonal Pains among them, 1 leave to their cool and retired 
Thoughts. Theſe things call for this ſhort Animadverſion, and 
I do it with a kind Intent, to prevent farther Notice of ſuch 
irregular and ſcandalous Behaviour. That Law provides for the 
proper ſupport of the Curate. The appointment of his Salary is 
veſted in the Biſhop, with reſpect to the Circumſtances of the 
Benefice; and in Ca/e any difference ſhall ariſe about Payment of 
the Stipend, the Biſhop ſhall determine it in a ſummary Way. 

WHAT I wou'd take Notice of from hence is, that notwithſtand- 
ing this plain Rule, ſome Incumbents not only take upon them to 

appoint Curates in ſuch Churches without being Licenc'd, but fix 
their Salaries alſo, without any application to the Dioceſan, as the 
Law directs. i 

ONE thing more occurs to me from the Practice of too many of 
the Clergy, repugnant to that Canon, which enjoins Decency iu 
their Apparct. 

Tra Seventy Fourth Canon requires ſuch Apparel from the 
Prelaey and Clergy, as is agreeable to the antient Churches of Chriſt, 
and that the Clergy may be known to the People, and recerve the Ho- 
our and Eſtimation dus to the ſpecial Meſſengers and Miniſters of 
Almighty God. | 

IT is ſurcly reaſonable, that Clergymen ſhould be diſtinguiſhed 
by a Habit expreſſing Gravity and Humility, without Nicety and 
Affectation. Nor do I ſee, why they ſhou'd look for a particular 
Reſpect when they do not carry any Badge of their Sacred Profet- 
ſion about them. | 

OUR learned and laborious Antiquary Mr. Bingham, among o- 
ther Matters relating to the Decorum of the Clergy, calls the Ha- 
bit their Guard, or Oittworks. | f 
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IT is indeed a proper Defence againſt rude Treatment; and muſt 
be a Check to attempts of that ſort, where Men arc not abau- 
don'd to all common Civility. | 

Tris is the View of our Mother the Church of England, who 
approves no ny pd ging or l/ill-worſhip in any Dreſs; but how- 
ever, loves to have all Things done Decently, and in Order, aud 
ſurely, it muſt be the Duty of her profeſs'd Sons to pay Obedi- 
ence to her prudent Command. 

THE diſtinction of Secular and Regular, or Religions, is well 
known among the Popiſh Clergy. In alluſion to that, I cannot 
but obſerve, that, the more I ſee the Clergy of our Church 
diſuſe their Habit, the more Secular they grow in the worſt Ac 
ceptation of that Term; and leis Regular or Religions in the beſt 
Senſe of thoſe Terms. 

By what I have ſaid, my main Deſign is, to move you, and my 
ſelf, to a laudable Concern for the Honour and Intereſt ot Religion; 
the Iutereſt not of a Party or ect, not an Affection for a mere Name 
or Profeſſion, but for Faith and Holineſs; for the Power and Effica- 
cy of Chriſtianity, which can render us acceptable to GOD. And 
let me juſt ſay, that this Power and Life of Chriſtianity is the Thing 
which our particular Church has in View. It we attend to her 
Liturgy and Offices, if we read well her Articles, and Homilies, and 
examine the Order and Form of her Ordination, this amiable and 
excellent Deſign will be found to ſhine forth as her great Ornament. 
And I wou'd to GOD, that all who profeſs to be her Miniſters and 
Members, wou'd not only conform to her external Rites and Cere- 
monies which are but few, but adorn themſelves with that Beauty 
of Holineſs, which ſhe recommends to all of her Communion. 

AND my Brethren, as it is our Honour and Felicity to be Miniſters 
of this holy and reform'd Church, may we not only profeſs a juſt 
cſteem for it, but alto apply to all ſerious and proper Means for it's 
Preſervation. 

Tris Church as well as all other reform'd Churches, has an inve- 
terate and common Enemy ; alway ready, alway watchful to de- 
ſtroy it. Popiſh Power, and Policy, have been and ſtill are at work 
to root out the Proteſtant Religion, and with that, all Civil Liberty. 
But G OD has yet pretery'd tholeBleſlings to this Kingdom. 
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A late violent Attempt has been made to ſtrip us of theſe our 
ineſtimable Enjoyments ; but the wicked Deſign is fruſtrated, and 
they who engag'd in it, are fallen into the Pit they made for others. 
Our future Security depends under GOD, on our own Behaviour. 
if we unite againſt all the Stratagems of our Enemies to divide and 
weaken us: If all Orders of Men wou'd adhere to the great Bul- | 
vac of our Safety, the Proteſtant Succeſſion to the Crown of theſe 
Realins; if they wou'd ute their Liberty without being Licenti- 
ous, and add to their Holy Profeſſion a ſuitable Life and Be- 
haviour, we ſhou'd have good Hope, that the ſame good Provi- 
dence which has hitherto interpos'd for our Preſervation in all 
Times of Danger, will not leave us nor forſake us. 
To tum up the whole with regard to the Clergy in particular. 
If both the Governors, and Paſtors of the Church will fix their 
Eye on the main end of their Holy Function: If they will in- 
ſtruct their People in the ſaving Truths of the Goſpel : If they 
endeavour to engage them by the moſt likely Methods, in the 
Love, and Practice of ſincere Holineſs : If they have a benevolent 
Heart towards all Men, and bear an affectionate Regard for the 
eternal Salvation of the Souls committed to their Charge: If they 
ſet the World about them Examples worthy their Imitation: If 
they ſale heed, that they give no Occaſion for the way of Truth 
70 be evil ſpoke. of: If in all their Converſation, they manifeſt a 
prudent Zeal for ' GOD's. Honour, and the glorious Cauſe of 
Chriſtianity, they will be doing the higheſt Honour, and greateſt 
Good to themſelves,: as well as the bett Service to their fellow 
Chriſtians. By:: theſe” Means,' they will abate the Inſolence at 
leaſt, if not the Hatred, Which too many ſhew to their Perſons, 
and Profeſſion. They will have Reaſon to hope, that the /I 
of GOD will proſper iu their Hands. They will have the 
| Teſtimony of their Conſcience, to ſuſtain them under all the im- 
potent Malice, Obloquy, and ungrateful Treatment, they may 
meet with, and find at laſt, abundant Compenſation for their 
J.abour of Love, from the gracious Hands of their great Lord and | 
Maſier JESUS CHRIST, Sh <w1ll come to render to c 
Alan according to his Ii orb. | 
e 
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